Study Time #3

♥ Read Ephesians 1:1-6 and spend a couple minutes praying for Ephesians 1:5-6 and that God would grant you wisdom to study this passage.

Ephesians 1:5-6  “In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.”

**** The word “predestine” holds significant weight in light of this passage.  You may have studied it or heard of it if you have discussed Calvinism and Armenianism.  The point today is not to see if you are a Calvinist or an Armenian.  Rather, the point today is to realize and begin to understand the Father’s great love for His children.

**** The first phrase right before verse 5 is, ‘In love.’  God did not choose us as an evil choice but desiring His children so much that He showed extreme compassion on them by choosing them.

Gotta know these words:
· predestined: Greek word is ‘proorizo.’  To limit to advance, to predetermine, to mark out beforehand, to determine before.  (also found in Romans 8:29-30 and Ephesians 1:1.)

· adoption: Greek word is ‘huiothesia.’  Combines the two phrases- ‘to place’ and ‘a son.’  The word is only used by the apostle Paul.
· Purpose: Greek word is ‘prothesis.’  A setting forth.

· Beloved: Greek word is ‘agapao.’  In its perfect participle passive form.

Look at verse 5 and the phrase, “He predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ.”  If we had to be adopted, what does that tell us about our relationship to God before we were able to be adopted?  What caused us to have to be adopted by God?

According to verse 5b and 6a, which of God’s attributes/ characteristics allowed us to be adopted?

Application: 

Imagine if you were in an orphanage and a husband and wife came to a adopt 1 child out of 20 children.  You overheard that they had one specific child in mind.  Their eyes scanned the room until their eyes locked onto yours.  They ran over, picked you up, and instantly gave you everything they had as a family.  They loved you sincerely and whole-heartedly.  Think about God choosing you based on the joy of these two verses.
